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SENSITIVE AREAS: INTRODUCTION 
 
This section is intended for use by the On-Scene Coordinators during the initial phase of a spill event to 
assist in ascertaining the location and presence of spill-sensitive biological and cultural resources, 
services, and users in the Southeast Alaska Subarea.  This information is specific to the Southeast Alaska 
Subarea and was compiled by a multi-organization Sensitive Areas Work Group.  No attempt has been 
made to duplicate information contained in easily accessible existing documents.  This section, therefore, 
must be used in conjunction with the referenced materials and informational contacts identified herein.  
More detailed and current data should be available from on-scene resource experts when they become 
engaged in the response.  This information is geared toward early response.  If appropriate, natural 
resources trustees may be conducting natural resource damage assessment (NRDA) activities in 
conjunction with response activities.  Information regarding NRDA activities should be directed to the 
natural resources trustees or to their appointed NRDA Liaison. 
 
Often, the most detailed, up-to-date biological and resource use information will come from people who 
live and work in the impacted area.  People from the local community are often knowledgeable sources 
for information related to fishing, hunting, non-consumptive outdoor sports, and subsistence use.  They 
may also have a good idea of which spill response techniques (especially exclusion and diversion 
booming) are practicable under prevailing weather and current conditions. 
 
The Alaska Regional Response Team (ARRT) has adopted a series of guidelines (see the Alaska 
Federal/State Contingency Plan for Response to Oil & Hazardous Substance Discharges/Releases 
(Unified Plan)) covering decision processes to protect sensitive areas.  These guidelines and tools are not 
duplicated here: 

 
--Application of dispersants (see Annex F, Appendix 1: RRT Oil Dispersant Guidelines for 
Alaska). 

 
--Use of in situ burning (see Annex F, Appendix 2: In Situ Burning guidelines for Alaska). 

 
--Protection of wildlife (see Annex G, Appendix 1: Wildlife Protection Guidelines for Alaska). 

 
--Consultation on threatened and endangered species (see Annex G, Appendix 2: Inter-agency 
Memorandum of Agreement Regarding Oil Spill Planning and Response Activities Under the 
Federal Water Pollution Control Act National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution 
Contingency Plan and the Endangered Species Act). 

 
--Protection of historic properties (see Annex M: Alaska Implementation Guidelines for 
Federal On-Scene Coordinators for the Programmatic Agreement on Protection of Historic 
Properties during Emergency Response under the National Oil and Hazardous Substances 
Pollution Contingency Plan). 

 
--Also in the Unified Plan, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Scientific 
Support Coordinator has developed a Shoreline Countermeasures Manual which provides 
helpful information on clean-up options by shoreline type (see Annex N: Shoreline Cleanup 
and Assessment Guidelines). 
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Section G of the Subarea Contingency Plan contains site-specific Geographic Response Strategies (GRSs) 
for use by responders in protecting key sensitive areas.  In addition, Environmental Sensitivity Index 
(ESI) maps have been produced that illustrate selected sensitive resources and shoreline types. 
 
This section and the guidelines in the Unified Plan are also intended for use by facility/vessel operators in 
developing industry oil spill prevention and contingency plans.  For an operator's facility or area of 
operation, industry contingency plans describe:  (a) environmentally sensitive areas of public concern; (b) 
how sensitive areas would be prioritized during a spill event; and (c) response strategies to protect 
sensitive areas at risk.  This information within industry plans should be consistent with subarea plans. 
 
The definition of sensitive resources and their geographic locations requires use of field observations and 
data available from published and non-published materials or through additional field work.  With the 
limited time and funds available for Subarea Contingency Plan development (there are ten such plans 
covering the state of Alaska), not all the detailed information necessary to adequately complete the 
Sensitive Areas Section was compiled.  Identifying relative priorities among resources and resource uses 
takes considerable coordination and discussion among resource management agencies.   
 
Many of the maps presented in this section are available on-line through the Internet at: 
 
  http://www.asgdc.state.ak.us/maps/cplans/subareas.html
 
The joint Federal-State Subarea Contingency Plan for this subarea is scheduled to be updated 
periodically.  Much can be done in these updates to improve the data and its presentation, such as: 
 
 

# Establish a continuing interagency mechanism to review, update and maintain sensitivity 
information and priorities. 

 
# Fund staff/materials to compile data and prepare materials for presentation in the Subarea 

Contingency Plans. 
 

# Subdivide the area into smaller geographic areas and identify more specifically sensitive 
seasonal biological and other resource locations. 

 
# Expand and further detail sensitive resources and initial response tactics for the most 

likely spill scenarios. 
 
Suggestions, comments, and more current information are requested.  Please contact either:  
 
 Doug Mutter     Mark Fink 
 U.S. Department of the Interior   Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
 Office of Environmental Policy   Division of Sport Fish 

and Compliance    333 Raspberry Road 
 1689 C Street, Room 119   Anchorage, Alaska   99518 
 Anchorage, Alaska 99501   267-2338 
 271-5011     FAX 267-2464 
 FAX 271-4102     email: mark_fink@fishgame.state.ak.us 
 email: douglas_mutter@ios.doi.gov 

http://www.asgdc.state.ak.us/maps/cplans/subareas.html
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SENSITIVE AREAS: PART ONE – INITIAL CONTACTS 
 
[see Table at end of Part One for contact information] 

Agency Resources Primary Contact Alternate Contact 

FISH and WILDLIFE and HABITAT RESOURCES 

Alaska Department of Fish and Game fish, shellfish, birds, terrestrial mammals, marine 
mammals 

Mark Fink  

U.S. Department of the Interior migratory birds, sea otters, polar bears, walrus, 
endangered species, anadromous fish in freshwater, bald 
eagles, wetlands 

Pamela Bergmann Doug Mutter 

U.S. Department of Commerce, National 
Marine Fisheries Service, Alaska Region 

sea lions, seals, whales, endangered marine species, 
anadromous fish in marine waters, essential fish habitat 

Brad Smith Jon Kurland 

U.S. Department of Commerce, National 
Marine Fisheries Service, Alaska 
Fisheries Science Center, Auke Bay 
Laboratory 

effects of oil on fisheries resources, hydrocarbon 
chemistry, dispersants 

Jeep Rice Jeff Short 

U.S. Department of Agriculture national forest lands Scott Snelson Scott Fitzwilliams 

Alaska Natural Heritage Program rare and endangered plants Julie Michaelson Rob Lipkin 

CULTURAL and ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES 

Alaska Office of History and 
Archaeology 

historic sites, archaeological sites, national register sites Dave McMahan Joan Dale 

U.S. Department of the Interior archaeological/historical sites in park and wildlife 
refuge system units, public lands, Native 
allotments/trust lands; sunken vessels 

Pamela Bergmann Doug Mutter 

U.S. Department of Agriculture archaeological/historical sites on national forest lands Mark McCallum Scott Snelson 

SHORELINE TYPES 

NOAA Scientific Support Coordinator 
 

shoreline types, environmental sensitivity index maps John Whitney  

LAND OWNERSHIP and CLASSIFICATIONS/DESIGNATIONS 
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Agency Resources Primary Contact Alternate Contact 

Alaska Department of Natural Resources 

 

state lands, state parks and recreation areas, state 
forests, tidelands 

Doug Sanvik Sam Means            

Alaska Department of Fish and Game state game refuges, state critical habitats Mark Fink  

U.S. Department of the Interior national parks and preserves, national historic sites, 
national monuments, national wildlife refuges, public 
lands, national recreation areas, wild and scenic rivers, 
wilderness areas, Native trust lands 

Pamela Bergmann Doug Mutter 

U.S. Department of Agriculture national forests, national monuments, wild and scenic 
rivers, wilderness areas, research natural areas 

Scott Fitzwilliams Scott Snelson 

U.S. Department of Defense military installations and reservations Alaska Command None 

Local Governments: 
–Angoon 
–Craig 
–City of Haines 
–Hoonah 
–Hydaberg 
–City and Borough of Juneau 
–Kake 
–Ketchikan Gateway Borough 
–Klawock 
–Pelican 
–Petersburg 
– City and Borough of Sitka 
–Skagway 
–Thorne Bay 
–Wrangell 
– City and Borough of Yakutat 

municipal and private lands, and rights-of-way  
Floyd Kookesh 
Jon Bolling 
Vince Hansen 
Jerry Medina 
Adrian Le Cornu 
Sylvia Kreel 
Lonnie Anderson 
John Hill 
Michael Quinn 
Betty Svensson 
Leo Luczak 
Marlene Campbell 
Bob Ward 
Mike Harper 
Carol Rushmore 
Paul Wescott 

 
Jimmy George 
 
Don Otis 
Albert Dick 
Doug Mathena 
 
 
 
Donna Williams 
Kathy Wasserman 
 
 
John Mielke 

COMMERCIAL HARVEST  

Alaska Department of Fish and Game fishing permits, seasons Mark Fink  

Alaska Department of Natural Resources tideland leases, logging on private lands Doug Sanvik Sam Means 
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Agency Resources Primary Contact Alternate Contact 

Alaska Department of Environmental 
Conservation 

seafood processing Manny Soares Kimberly Stryker 

U.S. Department of Commerce fishing permits, seasons Brad Smith Jon Kurland 

SUBSISTENCE, PERSONAL, AND SPORT USES 

Alaska Department of Fish and Game subsistence and personal uses statewide and navigable 
waters, sport hunting and fishing 

Mark Fink  

U.S. Department of the Interior subsistence uses on Federal lands and reserved waters; 
subsistence uses of: sea otters and migratory birds 

Pamela Bergmann Doug Mutter 

U.S. Department of Commerce subsistence use of: whales, porpoises, seals, sea lions Brad Smith Kaja Brix 

U.S. Department of Agriculture Subsistence, personal, and sport uses on National Forest 
lands and waters 

Dave Johnson Terry Suminski 

RECREATION AND TOURISM USES 

Alaska Department of Natural Resources State parks and recreation areas, anchorages, boat 
launches, campgrounds, State public lands 

Doug Sanvik Sam Means 

Alaska Department of Fish and Game sport hunting and fishing Mark Fink  

Alaska Department of Commerce, 
Community & Economic Development 

seasonal events and activities, travel, outdoor activities, 
local visitor bureaus, tourism industries 

Alaska Division of Tourism  

U.S. Department of Agriculture Campgrounds, cabins, recreation areas, trails, within the 
national forest system 

Scott Fitzwilliams Scott Snelson 

U.S. Department of the Interior recreation uses in park and wildlife refuge system units 
and Federal public lands 

Pamela Bergmann Doug Mutter 

WATER INTAKE and USE FACILITIES 

Alaska Department of Environmental 
Conservation 

public drinking water wells, treatment, and storage, fish 
processing facilities 

James Weise Suzan Hill 

Alaska Department of Fish and Game hatcheries, ocean net pens and release sites, aquaculture Mark Fink  
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Agency Resources Primary Contact Alternate Contact 

Alaska Department of Natural Resources tidelands leases, aquaculture sites, private logging 
camps and log transfer facilities 

Doug Sanvik Sam Means 

U.S. Coast Guard marinas and docks, mooring buoys Marine Safety Office, Juneau 
 

17th District, Juneau 

AREAS OF LOCAL CONCERN 

Angoon coastal program special areas, plans, policies Floyd Kookesh Jimmy George 

Craig coastal program special areas, plans, policies Brian Templin  

City of Haines coastal program special areas, plans, policies Scott Hansen  

Hoonah coastal program special areas, plans, policies Jerry Medina  

Hydaburg coastal program special areas, plans, policies Adrian Le Cornu  

City and Borough of Juneau coastal program special areas, plans, policies Teri Camery  

Kake coastal program special areas, plans, policies Lonnie Anderson  

Ketchikan Gateway Borough coastal program special areas, plans, policies Dave Taylor  

Klawock coastal program special areas, plans, policies Michael Quinn  

Pelican coastal program special areas, plans, policies Allen Stewart  

Petersburg coastal program special areas, plans, policies Leo Luczak  

City and Borough of Sitka coastal program special areas, plans, policies Marlene Campbell  

Skagway coastal program special areas, plans, policies Marj Harris  

Thorne Bay coastal program special areas, plans, policies Mike Harper  

Wrangell coastal program special areas, plans, policies Carol Rushmore  

City and Borough of Yakutat coastal program special areas, plans, policies Skip Ryman  
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CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 

Agency Primary Contact Alternate Contact 

   Name Numbers Name Numbers

Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game 

Mark Fink work:  267-2338
fax:  267-2464
emer:  337-7933
email: mark_fink@fishgame.state.ak.us

   work:
fax:   
emer:   
email: 

Alaska Department of Natural 
Resources 

Doug Sanvik work:  465-3513
fax:  586-2954
emer: 586-2954
email: doug_sanvik@dnr.state.ak.us

Sam Means work:  269-8548
fax:  269-8913
emer:  333-7229

email: samm@dnr.state.ak.us  

James Weise work:  269-7647
fax:  269-7655
emer:  
email: james_weise@dec.state.ak.us

Suzan Hill work:  269-7521
fax:  269-3990
emer:
email: suzan_hill@dec.state.ak.us
 

Alaska Department of 
Environmental Conservation 
 

Manny Soares work:  269-7640
fax:  269-7510
emer:  333-5312
email: msoares@dec.state.ak.us

Kimberly Stryker work:  269-7583
fax:  269-7510
emer:
email: 
kimberly_stryker@dec.state.ak.us
 

Alaska Department of 
Commerce, Community and 
Economic Development 

Alaska Division 
of Tourism 

work:  465-2012
fax:  465-3767
emer:
email: GoNorth@dced.state.ak.us

 work:
fax:
emer:
email:  

Alaska Natural Heritage 
Program 

Julie Michaelson work:  257-2782
fax:  257-2789
emer:  746-0959
email: anjam1@uaa.alaska.edu

Rob Lipkin work:  257-2785
fax:  257-2789
emer:
email: anrl@uaa.alaska.edu

mailto:mark_fink@fishgame.state.ak.us
mailto:doug_sanvik@dnr.state.ak.us
mailto:clark_cox@dnr.state.ak.us
mailto:james_weise@dec.state.ak.us
mailto:suzan_hill@dec.state.ak.us
mailto:msoares@dec.state.ak.us
mailto:kimberly_stryker@dec.state.ak.us
mailto:GoNorth@dced.state.ak.us
mailto:anjam1@uaa.alaska.edu
mailto:anrl@uaa.alaska.edu
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Agency Primary Contact Alternate Contact 

 Name Numbers Name Numbers 

Alaska Office of History and 
Archaeology 

Dave McMahan work:  269-8723
fax:  269-8908
emer:  279-0280
email: Dave_McMahan@dnr.state.ak.us
 

Joan Dale work:  269-8718
fax:  269-8908
emer:  562-4314
email: joan_dale@dnr.state.ak.us

U.S. Department of the Interior Pamela Bergmann work:  271-5011
fax:  271-4102
emer:  333-0489
email: pamela_bergmann@ios.doi.gov  

Doug Mutter work:  271-5011
fax:  271-4102
emer:  345-7726
email: douglas_mutter@ios.doi.gov

Brad Smith work:  271-5006
fax:  271-3030
emer:  248-4211
email: brad.smith@noaa.gov  

Jon Kurland work:  586-7653
fax:  586-7358
emer:  321-4377 or 364-2396

email: kaja.brix@noaa.gov

U.S. Department of Commerce, 
National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Alaska Region 

  Kaja Brix work:  586-7824
fax:  586-7012
emer:  586-1637

email: kaja.brix@noaa.gov

U.S. Department of Commerce, 
National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Alaska Fisheries 
Science Center, Auke Bay 
Laboratory 

Jeep Rice work:  789-6020
fax:  789-6094
emer:  789-0867

email: jeep.rice@noaa.gov

Jeff Short work:  789-6065
fax:  789-6094
emer:  789-0579

email: jeff.short@noaa.gov

U.S. Department of Agriculture Scott Snelson work:  747-4329
fax:  747-4331
emer:  747-6671

email: ssnelson@fs.fed.us

Scott 
Fitzwilliams 

work:  747-4236
fax:  747-4331
emer:  747-6671
email:  sfitzwilliams@fs.fed.us
 

mailto:Dave_McMahan@dnr.state.ak.us
mailto:joan_dale@dnr.state.ak.us
mailto:pamela_bergmann@ios.doi.gov
mailto:douglas_mutter@ios.doi.gov
mailto:brad.smith@noaa.gov
mailto:kaja.brix@noaa.gov
mailto:kaja.brix@noaa.gov
mailto:jeep.rice@noaa.gov
mailto:jeff.short@noaa.gov
mailto:ssnelson@fs.fed.us
mailto:sfitzwilliams@fs.fed.us
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Agency Primary Contact Alternate Contact 

 Name Numbers Name Numbers 

  Mark McCallum work:  772-5876
fax:  772-5895
emer:  

email: mmccallum@fs.fed.us

Dave Johnson work:  826-1620
fax:  826-2972
emer:  

email: dmjohnson01@fs.fed.us

Terry Suminski work:  747-4204
fax:  747-4253
emer:  

email: tsuminski@fs.fed.us

U.S. Department of Defense Alaska Command Work:  552-3944
fax:  552-4855
emer:  552-3000
email:  

None work:
fax:
emer:
email:  

U.S. Coast Guard Marine Safety 
Office, Juneau 

work:  463-2450
fax:  463-2445
emer:  463-2000
email:  

17th District, 
Juneau 

work:  463-2065
fax:  463-2216
emer:  463-2000
email:  

NOAA Scientific Support 
Coordinator 

John Whitney work:  271-3593
fax:  271-3139
emer:  440-8109
email: john.whitney@noaa.gov  

 work:
fax:
emer:
email:  

Local Governments: 
Angoon 

Floyd Kookesh, 
Mayon 

work:  788-3653
fax:  788-3821
emer:
email: CWFrank_53@yahoo.com  

Jimmy George work:
fax:
emer:
email:  

Craig  Brian Templin,
Coastal 
Coordinator 

 work:  826-3275
fax:  826-3278
emer:
email: planner@aptalaska.net

 work:
fax:
emer:
email: 

mailto:mmccallum@fs.fed.us
mailto:ssnelson@fs.fed.us
mailto:tsuminski@fs.fed.us
mailto:john.whitney@noaa.gov
mailto:CWFrank_53@yahoo.com
mailto:planner@aptalaska.net
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Agency Primary Contact Alternate Contact 

 Name Numbers Name Numbers 

City of Haines Scott Hansen, 
Coastal 
Coordinator 

work:  766-2231
fax:  766-3179
emer:
email: shansen@haines.ak.us

Don Otis work:
fax:
emer:
email:  

Hoonah  Jerry Medina,
City 
Administrator 

 work:  945-3663
fax:  945-3445
emer:   
email:  jmedina@hoonah.net  

Albert Dick work:
fax:
emer:  
email: 

Hydaburg Adrian Le Cornu, 
City 
Administrator 

work:  285-3761
fax:  285-3760
emer: 
email:  alecornu@ptialaska.net 

Doug Mathena work:
fax:
emer:   
email: 

City and Borough of Juneau Teri Camery, 
Com. Devel. 
Dept. 

work:  586-0755
fax:  586-3365
emer: 
email:  teri_camery@ci.juneau.ak.us  

 work:
fax:
emer:   
email: 

Kake Lonnie Anderson,
Mayor 

  work:  785-3804
fax:  785-4815
emer:   
email:  krisa@seaknet.alaska.edu  

 work:
fax:
emer:   
email: 

Ketchikan Gateway Borough Dave Taylor, 
Principal Planner 

work:  238-6631
fax:  247-8439
emer:   
email:  dtaylor@borough.ketchikan.ak.us  

 work:
fax:
emer:   
email: 

Klawock Michael Quinn work:  755-2261
fax:  755-2403
emer:   
email:

Donna Williams work:
fax:
emer:   
email:

mailto:shansen@haines.ak.us
mailto:jmedina@hoonah.net
mailto:alecornu@ptialaska.net
mailto:teri_camery@ci.juneau.ak.us
mailto:krisa@seaknet.alaska.edu
mailto:dtaylor@borough.ketchikan.ak.us
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Agency Primary Contact Alternate Contact 

 Name Numbers Name Numbers 

Pelican Allen Stewart work:  735-2202
fax:  735-2258
emer:   
email:  coastal@pelicancity.net  

Kathy 
Wasserman 

work:
fax:
emer:   
email: 

Petersburg  Leo Luczak,
Director 
Community 
Development 

 work:  772-4533
fax:  772-4876
emer:   
email:  luczak@alaska.net  

 work:
fax:
emer:   
email: 

City and Borough of Sitka Marlene 
Campbell, Coastal 
Coordinator 

work:  747-1855
fax:  747-1856
emer:   
email:  Campbell@cityofsitka.com  

 work:
fax:
emer:   
email: 

Skagway Marj Harris, City
Clerk 

  work:  983-2297
fax:  983-2151
emer:   
email:  mharris@skagway.org  

John Mielke work:
fax:
emer:   
email: 

Thorne Bay Mike Harper, City 
Administrator 

work:  828-3380
fax:  828-3374
emer:   
email:  cityoftb2@aptalaska.net  

 work:
fax:
emer:   
email: 

Wrangell  Carol Rushmore,
Planning Director 

 work:  874-2381
fax:  874-3952
emer:   
email:  ecodev@wrangell.com  

 work:
fax:
emer:   
email: 

City and Borough of Yakutat Skip Ryman, 
Coastal 
Coordinator 

work:  784-3323
fax:  784-3281
emer:   
email:  bplanner@starband.net  

 work:
fax:
emer:   
email: 

 

mailto:coastal@pelicancity.net
mailto:luczak@alaska.net
mailto:Campbell@cityofsitka.com
mailto:mharris@skagway.org
mailto:cityoftb2@aptalaska.net
mailto:ecodev@wrangell.com
mailto:bplanner@starband.net
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